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John 14.1-14  






Real Stress Relief
SPORTS for Pastors? – Get J.W.’s into their LIVING ROOM – Very RARE
2 X’x in our 11 yrs in KZ – Sad Truth > MORE J.W.’s than EVANGELICALS 

Few Years Ago in KZ: JW’s at Door ‘Did you know Bible talks about Stress?’
‘Oh Really! Come Inside and Show Me!’ > They ENTERED my TRAP

2 Timothy 3 > In LATER DAYS there will be STRESSFUL TIMES

‘Oh Really! What CAUSES Stress, let’s KEEP READING > False Teaching!’

There will be terrible times (JW Bible read ‘stressful’) in the last days… People will be…having a form of godliness but denying its power. Have nothing to do with them. They are…always learning but never able to acknowledge the truth…these men oppose the truth - men of depraved minds, who, as far as the faith is concerned, are rejected….But as for you, continue in what you have learned and have become convinced of…the holy Scriptures, which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. 
from 2 Timothy 3
STRESS > Comes from NOT HAVING TRUTH! What is TRUTH? > AGREED
Jesus answered, "I am the way and the truth and the life.
John 14.6
Can we SAY ‘Having Jesus offers REAL STRESS RELIEF?’ >> WHO is Jesus? 

Just AVERAGE GUY or ALMIGHTY GOD? A CREATURE or CREATOR?

Is he SATAN’S BROTHER or SATAN’S BOSS?
TWO HOURS OF FUN > Most of Time my Wife was ROLLING HER EYES! 

Their Conclusion: JESUS is SLIGHTLY MORE than Just AVERAGE GUY 

A CREATURE who is SATAN’S BROTHER 

My Conclusion: WRONG JESUS will NEVER BRING Real STRESS RELIEF 

Thanks for Coming! Welcomed them Back/ Offered Teaching at Kingdom Hall 
NEVER HEARD FROM THEM AGAIN
1  Thing in COMMON with JW’s > ALL PEOPLE > CHOICE to MAKE…
WAY to Go > BELIEF to Embrace > LIFESTYLE to Follow

TEXT > Disciples of Jesus > CROSSROADS > Really a CRISIS > Destiny 

3 Yrs earlier > Determined to FOLLOW JESUS > Left Family, Friends, Jobs 

Exciting, Happy, Challenging, Frightening, Sad > KEY: HE was WITH THEM!! 
NOW UNDERSTAND!! (He’d been saying it for months) HE is LEAVING! 

Their CRY > Lord WHERE are YOU GOING?? Where should WE GO NOW? 

1. Finding Jesus  
 2. Following Jesus
3. Finishing with Jesus
1. Finding Jesus

a. Satan’s Distortion Why MUST we FIND Jesus? We LOST Him Long Ago!
Better Understand TEXT > Look at WIDER Biblical, Theological CONTEXT 

CHOICE Made by OUR FATHER > Terrible EFFECT on WHOLE FAMILY

…you must not eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, for when you eat of it you will surely die.





Genesis 2.17

1) Way is Lost: God: Friend becomes FOE, SOURCE becomes STRANGER
Now the serpent was more crafty than any of the wild animals…  Genesis 3.1

Marital BLISS turns to BLAMING > It is HER FAULT and GOD’S FAULT 

There is no one righteous, not even one; there is no one who understands, 

no one who seeks God. All have turned away…

Romans 3.10
DISTORTION MANIFEST in this UPPER ROOM > Questions of Disciples

Even 3 Years with Jesus COULD NOT LIFT the FOG of their CONFUSION

v. 5 Thomas said to him, "Lord, we don't know where you are going, so how can we know the way?" 

v. 8 Philip said, "Lord, show us the Father and that will be enough for us." 

NEW TESTAMENT Echo of JOB’S ANCIENT CRY: 
If only I knew where to find him; if only I could go to his dwelling!     Job 23.3

2) Truth exchanged for a Lie > Broke the 1 COMMAND God had GIVEN 
"You will not surely die," the serpent said to the woman. "For God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil." 







Genesis 3.4,5

BLATANT Attack on God’s TRUTHFULNESS > ‘GOD IS A LIAR!’ 

HE’S Trying to Keep You from FUN STUFF > AFRAID you will Leave Him

WON’T NEED HIM Anymore! YOU’ll be LIKE GOD! He’s REDUNDANT! 
PARTIAL Truth > Eyes Opened, NOT LIKE GOD > Hate Good, Love Evil 

For although they knew God, they neither glorified him as God nor gave thanks to him, but their thinking became futile and their foolish hearts were darkened. Although they claimed to be wise, they became fools…They exchanged the truth of God for a lie







Romans 1.21-25

ABANDONED the FATHERHOOD of God > Followed ANOTHER FATHER: 
You belong to your father, the devil, and you want to carry out your father's desire. He was a murderer from the beginning, not holding to the truth, for there is no truth in him. When he lies, he speaks his native language, for he is a liar and the father of lies. 







John 8.44

SERPENT who LIES is MURDERER, We’re held by DISTORTION & DEATH

3) Life becomes Lifeless MEANING of REAL LIFE is LOST > Now Zombies
He was in the world, and the world was made through him, yet the world did not know him.










John 1.10
LIFE is to KNOW GOD > Without GOD – WALKING DEAD > No True Life
Then the eyes of both of them were opened, and they realized they were naked… and they hid from the LORD God among the trees of the garden.  Genesis 3.6-8
    Perfect FELLOWSHIP w/ God turns to FEAR > Covering, Hiding, Running 

The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I have come that they may have life, and have it to the full. 





John 10.10
b. Jesus’ Direction > 3 Years w/ Jesus > WONDERFULLY DIFFERENT
v. 6 Jesus answered, "I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.

1) Way is Found > CROSS links HEAVEN & EARTH > BRIDGE of GRACE
v. 4 Jesus: “And you know the way to where I am going.”
1st Christians were Called ‘Followers of the WAY’ > Paul to Governor Felix: 
I admit that I worship the God of our fathers as a follower of the Way  Acts 24.14

2) Truth sets us Free > NOT a PROPOSITION or PRINCIPLE > A PERSON 
…the truth that is in Jesus





Ephesians 4.21
….a man of truth; there is nothing false about him 
John 7.18
FULL and FINAL Revelation of GOD is in JESUS the WORD

3) Life through Forgiveness: HE is AUTHOR of LIFE, He ALONE Gives Life
For as the Father has life in himself, so he has granted the Son to have life in himself. 









John 5.26

Our LIFE is GIFT: Begins w/ God’s Breath / Ends when God takes Breath Away 

NO ONE Gave Life to GOD > HE IS LIFE > ETERNALLY ALIVE ‘I AM’ 

…God raised him from the dead, freeing him from the agony of death, because it was impossible for death to keep its hold on him.


Acts 2.24
THROUGH His DEATH for US > He has the RIGHT to GRANT LIFE to US 

…a priest…on the basis of the power of an indestructible life…because Jesus lives forever, he has a permanent priesthood. Therefore he is able to save completely those who come to God through him, because he always lives to intercede for them. 





Hebrews 7.16,24,25
2. Following Jesus
a. Fullness > Disciples implied ‘Isn’t there SOMETHING MORE for Us?’

UNDERLYING DISATISFACTION among MANY CHRISTIANS Today 

Higher Life, Upper Room, Spirit-filled, Purpose-Driven – Been There/Done That  

Last 30 yrs VISIT USA Church every FEW YEARS > Always NEW GIMMICK 

Lighthouse, Willow Creek, Purpose-Driven, House of Prayer, Alpha, Passion
We have LATEST Program on Wednesday nights – IDENTITY!! – Very Good 
MISSIOLOGY > Seek a SILVER BULLET > Discipling, House Church, G-12

SILVER BULLET > Answer for PROBLEMS > Solution to NEEDS > JESUS!! 

vs. 9-11 Jesus answered: "Don't you know me, Philip, even after I have been among you such a long time? Anyone who has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, 'Show us the Father'? Don't you believe that I am in the Father, and that the Father is in me? The words I say to you are not just my own. Rather, it is the Father, living in me, who is doing his work. Believe me when I say that I am in the Father and the Father is in me; or at least believe on the evidence of the miracles themselves.

DEEPEST, Most PROFOUND Teaching in BIBLE > Very HEART of GOD

One Sense UNDERSTAND It > Another Sense BEYOND Understanding

Early CHURCH > Argued about Meaning for 300 Years > NICENE CREED

To find the Father and Maker of all this universe is a hard task, and when we have found Him to speak of Him to all men is impossible. 

Plato 

Jesus > KNOW FATHER NOW > Word ‘FATHER’ used 53 X’s chs. 13-17
Cannot SEPARATE Jesus WORDS & WORKS, both FROM Father & REVEAL
Jesus replied, "If anyone loves me, he will obey my teaching. My Father will love him, and we will come to him and make our home with him. 
John 14.23

b. Fruitfulness  

vs. 12-14  I tell you the truth, anyone who has faith in me will do what I have been doing. He will do even greater things than these, because I am going to the Father.  And I will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the Son may bring glory to the Father. You may ask me for anything in my name, and I will do it. 

1) Actions: Imitation:   v. 12 ‘do what I have been doing’ > LIFE of JESUS
WHAT was HE DOING? TV Show, White 3 Piece Suit, Sold Books & T-Shirts?

Getting up EVERY DAY with JOY in the LORD > POWER of the SPIRIT

‘this is the Day the Lord has Made – I will Rejoice and BE GLAD in IT!’ 

Loving GOD w/ ALL Heart, Soul, Mind, & Strength & ALL the NEIGHBORS

REAL, OPEN, TRANSPARENT, INVITING, WELCOMING, & AMAZING! 

2) Attitude: Adoration   v. 13 ‘the Son brings glory to the Father’ 

To Glorify God is to make Him BIG in the eyes of others.       African Pastor 

JESUS made GOD HUGE > TOO BIG and DANGEROUS for MOST People

TOO Big in CHINA, AFGHANISTAN, SAUDI ARABIA Other Places

God Gets in the WAY > So World Get HIM & HIS PEOPLE OUT of the WAY

So whether you eat or drink or whatever you do, do it all for the glory of God. 










1 Corinthians 10.31
3) Authority: Intention  v. 14 ‘ask me for anything in my name’ 

REUBEN TORREY preaching in Church in MELBOURNE, AUSTRALIA

Handed Note when Entering Pulpit: ‘Dear Dr. Torrey, I am in great perplexity. I have been praying for a long time for something that I am confident is according to God’s will, but I do not get it. I have been a member of the Presbyterian Church for 30 years, and have been consistent all the time. I have been Superintendent in the Sunday School for 25 years, and an Elder for 20 years, and yet God does not answer my prayer and I cannot understand it. Can you explain it to me?’ 

Torrey READ Note from PULPIT: ‘Answer is EASY. God NOT OBLIGATED

To Answer OUR PRAYERS, WE ARE NOT WORTHY, NO CLAIM ON GOD

DON’T COME IN OWN NAME or OWN MERITS – Grace & Merit of JESUS

This, then, is how you should pray: 'Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name… 







Matthew 6.9

HOURS LATER Jesus Will Pray:   Father, if you are willing, take this cup from me; yet not my will, but yours be done.



Luke 22.42
People CLAIM PROSPERITY, PAINLESS Life > Jesus NEVER Got THAT

4) Advancement: Completion   v. 12 ‘greater things’ MISUNDERSTOOD 
Verse About MINISTRY, MAY INCLUDE MIRACLES:  If God SO CHOOSES 

2 Characteristics of NT MIRACLES: 1) SPONTANEOUS 2) EFFECTIVE 

GREATEST MIRACLE: DEAD Sinner RISEN w/ Christ SEATED in Heaven! 

In China, the greatest miracles we see are not healings or other things, but lives transformed by the gospel. We believe we are not called to follow signs and wonders but instead the signs and wonders follow us when the gospel is preached. We don’t keep our eyes on the signs and wonders; we keep our eyes on Jesus. 





Brother Yun in ‘Heavenly Man’

When they saw the courage of Peter and John and realized that they were unschooled, ordinary men, they were astonished and they took note that these men had been with Jesus. 





Acts 4.13

GREATER THINGS in QUANTITY > NOT in QUALITY
Imperfect Global Extension of Work He did Perfectly for 3 yrs in Israel 

The works that disciples perform after the resurrection are greater than those done by Jesus before his death because we are now in an age of clarity and power introduced by Jesus sacrifice and exaltation…Jesus’ words and his deeds were somewhat veiled during the days of his flesh; even his closest followers… grasped only part of what he was saying…in the wake of his glorification his followers now know and make known all that Jesus is and does, and their every deed and word will belong to the new eschatological age that has dawned. 










D.A. Carson
c. Faithfulness  v. 1 Do not let your hearts be troubled.
1) Comfort > RIGHTLY Read at FUNERAL SERVICES > Enemy of DEATH 
Comfort to WORRIED DISCIPLES > Who LEFT ALL to FOLLOW Jesus 

NOW HE is LEAVING > WITHOUT THEM > FEAR and UNCERTAINTY

2) Command > QUIT Your WHINING! Knock it OFF! 
Jesus HOURS AWAY from Unimaginable SUFFERING > They RUN & HIDE 
Take ourselves in hand and by a deliberate exercise of mind strengthen our faith in God…become strong Christians not the kind who weep and wail and expect everyone to pity them, but rather the kind who are of great stature in faith and who are a source of strength to others. 




James Boice 

3) Confidence  v. 1 Trust in God; trust also in me.

The clear implication is that Jesus himself is God. 

William Hendriksen
The throne of God and of the Lamb will be in the city, and his servants will serve him. 










Revelation 22.3-4

3. Finishing with Jesus
a. Place > NOT FAIRYLAND or DREAM > REAL PLACE 

NEVER seen Moscow or Manila > KNOW Exist > Trusted People been There

Heaven is a Real Place > Jesus BEEN THERE Came from There to Tell Us 

For I have come down from heaven….




John 6.38
While he was blessing them, he left them and was taken up into heaven. 

Luke 24.51

We do have such a high priest, who sat down at the right hand of the throne of the Majesty in heaven






         Hebrews 8.1

WHERE is HE? Yuri Gagarin looked out Space Capsule > NEVER SAW GOD! 
Gagarin, a Baptized Christian - baptized his elder daughter Elena shortly before his space flight; and his family used to celebrate Christmas and Easter

SKEPTICAL SCIENTIST > Proposed a FORMULA
Jesus ASCENDED 30 AD: Traveling SPEED of LIGHT Not Yet to Farthest Star 

Who says GOD MOVES THAT SLOW? > End of Universe is End of His Block 
HEAVEN May be ANOTHER REALM > Jesus THRONE Closer than we Think 

Stephen, full of the Holy Spirit, looked up to heaven and saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing at the right hand of God. 




Acts 7.55

Stephen DID NOT have TELESCOPE > If he Did SMASHED by the ROCKS 

NAKED EYE > Saw Heaven > REAL PLACE Savior INVITING HIM HOME
FATHER HAD STORE IN SHOPPING MALL – PET SHOP

POODLES HAIRCUT AND MADE BEAUTIFUL

Friends & I used to sit with DOG WHISTLES – Watching and Blowing

DOG WHISTLE – Sound BEYOND RANGE of Human Ear

Piercingly Clear to more Sensitive Ears of a Dog / IMPOSSIBLE TO GROOM

Sounds in Another Realm / Sights of Another Realm / JESUS IN GLORY
Abraham obeyed…By faith…he was looking forward to the city that has foundations, whose designer and builder is God.

 Hebrews 11.8-10

b. Permanent

NOTHING HARDER than LEAVING HOME > PAIN felt by MANY HERE

MOVE IN to APT. > OWNER wants it BACK > or Rent will BANKRUPT You
HEAVEN NOT EASY to GET IN > But IMPOSSIBLE to GET EVICTED 

v. 3 I will come back and take you to be with me that you also may be where I am.

Home is the place that, when you arrive there, they have to take you in. Robert Frost

Our citizenship is in heaven. And we eagerly await a Savior from there, the Lord Jesus Christ






Philippians 3.20

NOT ‘MANSIONS’ (as per KJV) > Like Apartment COMPLEX – Many UNITS
Modern Translation of Greek Word > Rooms, Dwelling Places, Apartments

In the Orient the sons and daughters of a wealthy patriarch, with their families, often lived under his roof. The one great house contained living quarters for all.









Merrill Tenney


c. People  Christ HIMSELF > His Presence makes the House GLORIOUS

vs. 2-4 I am going there to prepare a place for you. And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come back and take you to be with me that you also may be where I am. You know the way to the place where I am going. 

JESUS makes HEAVEN HOME > Little Girl whose Mother was VERY SICK

So Sick > GIRL CARED FOR by NEIGHBORS > One Day MOTHER DIED

Took Girl HOME > CALLED for ‘Mommy!’ > NO ANSWER, NO WHERE

“Where is MY MOMMY?” > She’s GONE, NOT COMING BACK!
GIRL > ‘Then let’s GO BACK to YOUR HOUSE’ > NO MOMMY, NO HOME 

It is not the jasper walls and pearly gates that are going to make heaven attractive. It is being with God. 




Dwight L. Moody

Heaven > Being WITH GOD AND HIS PEOPLE
LORD & HIS PEOPLE / BRIDEGROOM & BRIDE / SHEPHERD & SHEEP

FAMILY REUNION > ALL THE SAINTS > ALL TIME > ALL NATIONS

PICTURED in DEATH of OLD TESTAMENT SAINTS > Fathers of Faith

Abraham breathed his last and died at a good old age, an old man and full of years; and he was gathered to his people. 


Genesis 25.8

Isaac…breathed his last and died and was gathered to his people, old and full of years. 








Genesis 35.28-29

When Jacob had finished giving instructions to his sons, he drew his feet up into the bed, breathed his last and was gathered to his people. 
Genesis 49.33

PEOPLE? COVENANT PEOPLE, REDEEMED PEOPLE, People of FAITH

Abel, Enock, Methuselah, Noah > VAST COMPANY of O.T. SAINTS

EVER LIVING SAINTS with an EVER LIVING GOD 

But about the resurrection of the dead - have you not read what God said to you, 'I am the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob'? He is not the God of the dead but of the living." 



Matthew 22.31-32

Many will come from the east and the west, and will take their places at the feast with Abraham, Isaac and Jacob in the kingdom of heaven. 
Matthew 8.11

We know that when he appears, we shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is. 











1 John 3.2

All be JESUSIFIED > PERFECT, HOLY, RIGHTEOUS, PURE, GOOD, TRUE

‘Hey Bob, your lookin’ GOOD, LOOKIN’ LIKE JESUS!!’
There will be no disappointments in that day. Indeed, in that day we will have a fresh view of each other, for we will see each other, not as we have come to know each other here below, in our sin, but rather as we were meant to be. 









   

James Boice 
Years as Pastor many Ask What about MY DOG? Or Cat? > More than Spouse
Walt Disney answered ‘All Dog’s Go to Heaven!’
Isaiah 65 > ANIMALS in the New Heaven and New Earth

NOT SURE Whether YOUR ROVER, FLUFFY, or SPOT will Make it There?!

1 Thing Sure: NO Regrets, Disappointments, Wishful Thinking, Looking Back

If ROVER, FLUFFY, and SPOT Not There

You’ll NOT MISS THEM or WANT THEM or NEED THEM

"Now the dwelling of God is with men, and he will live with them. They will be his people, and God himself will be with them and be their God.  He will wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be no more death or mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of things has passed away." He who was seated on the throne said, "I am making everything new!" 


Revelation 21.3-5

SOME THINGS on EARTH Temporary Fixes until GET THERE > Real Thing

I did not see a temple in the city, because the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb are its temple. The city does not need the sun or the moon to shine on it, for the glory of God gives it light, and the Lamb is its lamp. 
Revelation 21.22-24

d. Prepared v. 2 I am going there to prepare a place for you.  WHERE GOING?
The King will say to those on his right, 'Come, you who are blessed by my Father; take your inheritance, the kingdom prepared for you since the creation of the world. 







Matthew 25.34

Few hours > NAILED to a CROSS >  Not going to DECORATE HEAVEN 
ONLY Thing NOT Ready US: Too Sinful! Unholy, Unworthy, UNWELCOME!

Sin’s punishment must be paid and the wrath of God must be satisfied.

Only then can we be prepared to enter Heaven.

Dwight Moody: Story about RICH LAWYER > Had EVERYTHING but GOD 
Fatal SICKNESS > Doctor: You’ve NOT Much LONGER for THIS WORLD 

4 year Old DAUGHTER > Mother: ‘Daddy is Going on Trip, Not Coming Back’ 
Daughter: “Papa, Do You have a HOME in THAT LAND You are GOING to?”
v. 1 Let not your hearts be troubled. Believe in God; believe also in me.
HEAVEN is HOLY, SINLESS, PERFECT > Only Jesus can PREPARE YOU

RECEIVE HIM by Faith & Repentance > RECEIVE HIS WELCOME HOME!
* * * * *

John 14:1-14

“Let not your hearts be troubled. Believe in God; believe also in me. 2 In my Father's house are many rooms. If it were not so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a place for you? 3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take you to myself, that where I am you may be also. 4 And you know the way to where I am going.”5 Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not know where you are going. How can we know the way?” 6 Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me. 7 If you had known me, you would have known my Father also. From now on you do know him and have seen him.” 8 Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and it is enough for us.” 9 Jesus said to him, “Have I been with you so long, and you still do not know me, Philip? Whoever has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? 10 Do you not believe that I am in the Father and the Father is in me? The words that I say to you I do not speak on my own authority, but the Father who dwells in me does his works. 11 Believe me that I am in the Father and the Father is in me, or else believe on account of the works themselves. 12 “Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever believes in me will also do the works that I do; and greater works than these will he do, because I am going to the Father. 13 Whatever you ask in my name, this I will do, that the Father may be glorified in the Son. 14 If you ask me anything in my name, I will do it.
**************
1. Jesus intended to comfort His troubled disciples with these words (14.1-4). Do you think it worked? Do these words still have the same effect?

2. Does Jesus really answer Thomas’ question, or does His answer just raise more questions? (14.5-6).

3. How have Jesus’ claims (14.6 & 9) been affected in now almost 2000 years? 

4. Why does Jesus always link knowing Him with knowing the Father? 

5. How could fallen humans possibly do ‘greater work’ than Jesus (14.12)?

**************

